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Mr.  

David Ige 

Governor of the State of Hawaii 

 

 

Issue: Statement on the situation of the indigenous peoples  

            Hawaii protecting Mauna Kea. 

 

Dear Mr. Ige, 

I am Tarcila Rivera Zea, Expert Member of the United Nations Permanent Forum on 

Indigenous Issues. I am writing to manifest my solidarity with the fight of the indigenous 

peoples of Hawaii that are standing up for their sacred mountain Mauna Kea faced to the 

State government’s decision to build a telescope there. 

Building the Thirty Meter Telescope goes against the territorial, cultural and spiritual rights 

of the indigenous peoples of Hawaii. According to the United Nations Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous Issues (UNDRIP), indigenous peoples have the right “to own, use, 

develop and control” their lands and “to use to maintain and strengthen their distinctive 

spiritual relationship with their traditionally owned or otherwise occupied and used lands”.  

Additionally, the Permanent Forum asked States on its 17th Session to acknowledge the 

collective rights of indigenous peoples to their lands, territories and resources and urged 

them to take measures to ensure the exercise of these rights.  

The development and the future of our cultures are directly linked to our territories for us, 

indigenous peoples. Preserving the religious and cultural connection to Mauna Kea is a 

right of the indigenous peoples of Hawaii which is recognized by international law. The 

UNDRIP is very clear on this in article 12: “Indigenous peoples have the right to manifest, 

practise, develop and teach their spiritual and religious traditions, customs and ceremonies; 

the right to maintain, protect, and have access in privacy to their religious and cultural 

sites”. Allowing the desecration of Mauna Kea, putting at risk its biodiversity and 

ecosystem, and preventing indigenous peoples from carrying out their spiritual traditions, 

the government is ignoring the abovementioned rights. 

We urge the Federal Government of the United States and the State Government of 

Hawaii to take into consideration their international obligations on human rights and, in 

particular, on indigenous peoples’ rights; and to respect and promote the rights of the 

indigenous peoples of Hawaii to practise their cultural and religious traditions, which 

precludes the preservation of Mauna Kea. We ask them to recognize and respect the rights 

of the indigenous peoples of Hawaii to their ancestral land and review the situations of the 



land rights of all of the indigenous peoples in the country, especially regarding their sacred 

territories. 

To promote peace and reconciliation between the government and indigenous peoples, we 

encourage them to set on a participative dialogue with the protectors to seek solutions to 

this conflict, where all of the stakeholders are represented. Likewise, it is necessary to 

respect the human rights of the protectors and to ensure that protests do not have adverse 

consequences, especially in the light of the recent jailing protestants. 

Moreover, taking into account the rights of indigenous peoples to be represented 

appropriately, we urge the media to communicate responsibly and to avoid biased reports 

that demonize indigenous peoples and represent them as a hindrance for science and 

progress, thus encouraging hatred and discrimination. 

Thanks for your attention, consideration, and time. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tarcila Rivera Zea 

Expert Member of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

 


